
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

President Luki lt.kdkok Sr. 
Ekwok \/ill age Council 
P 0 Box. 70 
Ek\vok, Alaska. 99580 

i 200 SiKth Avenue, Suite 900 
St-f>i:Uc, VV<r;hngton !3310i<3140 

RE: Invitation fbr Tribal Consultation 

Dear President I\kdkok: 

CFHCG OF TMG 
r::~:::O~ONAL. f>..C>.iN~~,TR~&.TOr:~ 

EP/\ sent an announcement to }''OUr tribal govcr:nJncnt on February 711
\ 2011 regarding the 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessntent 'This Jetter is in regards to the specific opportunities ten your 
tribal government to participate in this scienti!Jc assessment 

The purpose of this inquiry is to gather sdentifle and technical inJi)ntJation and data on 
the potential environmental impacts to the watershed of Bristol Bay (Nushagak/rvfukhatna,and 
Kvichak Vlatersheds) and to intiJnn EPA's decision on the need fix protections under Section 
404(c} ofthe Clean \Vater /\ct (CWA), EP:\ intends to vvork \Vlth federal, tribal a11d state 
govemn1ents in revitAving the data and analyzing the infbrmatioL EP/\ \Vill al:;E) share the 
infbnnation '.vith the public and seek input before deciding vvbether to initiate an adv'anced action 
under 404{c) or to take otlu~r appropriate action, 

There arc three primnry opportunities f()r ;:/our tribal governn1ent to participate: t1rst 
through GovcmJm;:~nt-to-Govemnwnt Consultation; second, through the public invotvernent 
processes; and, third, through the lntergovemmental Technical Revie\v TeanL Those 
opportunities an:~ further explained helmv, 

EPA invites your tribal govemcwm to request ']'ribal Consultation, If your tribal 
govemJTlCnt \vould like to request Tribal Consultation please respond by l\'b:rch. 3ltr, 201L Tami 
Fordham, Alaska Resource Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor, and \Vcstley Fosler, Alaska Tribal 
Coon:.linatot\ will work ;vlth the tribal govemn1ents \Vho request consultation to put together the 
Govemn;enHo~Goven;ment Consultation Plan, Please subrnit the attached response f~n111 and 
any tribal governn1ent consultation protocol docun1ents to rami Fordham, her contact 
infon11ation is included in the attached Tribal Consultation Questionnaire document 

'The publlc involvement process is another opportunity f))r: your tribal govcmrnent and 
community to panldpate in this Watershed i\ssessmenL EPA anticipates holding public 
meetings in Anchorage and 3 locations in the Kvichak and Nushagak \Vatersheds this sununcc 
This V/iH be an opportunity- to re'~/iev/ the draft Bristol Bay \Vrrtershcd Assessrncnt and provide 
comrnents, As :::,oon as the locations and specific thnes have been deterrnined EP/\ \VJll notif~/ 
your tribal govcnnncnt for more inlbnnation about the project or to he added to the listserv that 
hw~ been created please visit the J!~Jlov,dng vlel:nite: \vwvr,epn,crov/rev:ionlf:Vlxlntolbay. 
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ln addition to the Government<o-Go\'Cmrnent Consultation and public involvement 
process, EF A lVill hold t\vo meetings 'Witb Tribal, State nnd Federal govermnent expe!iS, i\i 
'~ . . ... - . ~-- - ·-·~ - . --· -- . . . : i 'j: ----- } - . - j -~ 1 - t . - 'l . . . . 'f·~ l) ~ t west: meetmg;:.;, tne t:xpt~tts vvu1 r\:Vl0\V antt prov!tH:: t.t:C!lllKH.! cornmtmh to L:rh. on Lle pre· 
public draft of the \Vatemhed /\ssessmcnt 'fhcsc meetings wHl. hkely be in Am::homge in 
April.ilvtay to revie\v an outline oftbe draft document and then ngnin in .lnte sumrnerieady Jitll to 
review 11 final dnift of the donrment prior to peer reviev•, EPA \ViU C(Kirdinate, as needed, with 
this group of experts tb!hnving the pubUc intbnnation sessions, EPA is hoping that tbe trihnl 
govt~t'nJnent& interested in participating will \vork together to identify 3 representatives to 
·p,··l!'t·.; ·•j'lvlt··• '<·11 t·]·.l; .,, 6 ''".l1' . '·. . ,>,:. r-": ~,;.: v. . >:.:i '·"''"· . ', 

FPi\ recognizAJs that the tribal s:overnrnenb have been collecting data in the Bristol Bnv :....-. . . . .,.,.... ........ ,... 

region and have expertise related to Traditional KJ1.0\vlcdge, subsiskmce and cuhuntl infiw:rnation 
that n1ny help shape the infbr:m~ttkm that is included in the \Vatershed /\ssessment lf your tribat 
goventment has any technical. dnta thnt you feel is pertinent to this \Vatershed Assessment please 
submit it to the Senior Management Lead, Rick Parkin, his address nnd contact inf{wmatlon is 
'., .... ,., ·~ '''"~ 'Ct .t/'- '· ": ": . ·''''"~' ~* ) .... ·.~~ t·:cc~· :.lj..'' wctuded belO\\, 1 ne scope aJunveH ror our wmersnen asser;srnem unoer tfle '· tean n ater /\Ct IS 
nHrrO\V, \Ve vvill be evaluating the potential for large scale development to have "unacceptable 
adverse effects on municipal. \Vater supplies, shellf1sh and tlshery areas, \vildlife or recreational 
areas," \Ve anticipate fisheries to bo our primary conctTn and seek lnf(mnation speciHcaHy in 
this urea, EPA would Hke to receive any data no later than l\Lneh 31~\ 201 l, 

There 'Nil! be a teleconference on l\larch l71h~ 2011 at 9:30A.M Alaska Timt w discuss 
the various opportunities t!w tribal governments to be involved in the watershed assessrnent '!'he 
c.a] l i1t :n.tnt1lter. is L~~~-~-~~~-~~~~~~~~-~i~i~~-~~~~~-~~Jcode [:~~:~~~~~:~~~~-:~:~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~]_ 

! look forwzrd to \vorking with your tribal government during thls assessmenL lf you 
hnve any questions or Cfmccrns please contact Rick Parkin nt 206-553~8574 or 
tElLhLtLris.h;:uxt@s~tEL...StLY, Rick's mailing address is l200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 90fJ, FTP/<.-087, 
Seattle, Washington 98101, 

'• . .. } 

cc: 'Tribal Envlronn1entni Coordinators (thru enu;if) 
Richard Parkin,. Bristol B.av \\''atershed Assessrnent Senior t'v1anug.ernent L .. ead, EPA .,.. .• 

\Vest\ey Foster, Alaskn Tribal Coordinator, EP/\ 
I'mrd .FonJhtun, J\laska Resoun::e Extraction Tribal Policy Advisor, EPA 
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